
Empowering The Occupational Therapy Profession

Kansas Legislative Affairs Update

2011 KOTA Annual Conference

by Ron Gaches 

Gaches, Braden & Associates



Empowering The Occupational Therapy Profession

Agenda Overview

• 2010 Elections – The past leads to the future

• Health Care Reform in Kansas

• Medicaid at a Crossroads

• SRS full of  Changes

• 2012 Session Priorities

• 2012 Election Preview

• Become a KOTA Advocate
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The Past Leads to the Future

• 2010 was a GOP Clean Sweep

• Congressional Elections – Sweep

• Statewide Elections – Sweep

• House of  Representatives – Near Sweep

• Tea Party got to party

• More conservative, more populist, more 
angry

• They are all back for 2012
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Health Care Reform in Kansas

• Tea Party Republicans don’t like ObamaCare

• Kansas joins the lawsuit against ObamaCare

• KHPA integrated into KDHE

• Health care policy goes in-house

• Kansas House rejects ACA; Senate hesitates

• Plight of  the uninsureds takes a back seat to 

other issues

• Health Care Exchange in limbo
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Medicaid at a Crossroads

• Medicaid spending driving budget problems

• Governor creates Sub-Cabinet to develop 

Medicaid reform

• 46 organizations submit reform ideas

• New MMIS system overdue but funding 

unknown

• Medicaid reform plans should surface this 

fall
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SRS full of  Changes

• New team at the top

• Commitment to maintaining and improving 

quality of  services

• New look to community and faith-based 

solutions

• Significant turnover of  middle management 

staff  and retirements

• Field office closures are political problem
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2012 Legislative Session Priorities

• Tax policy: reduce reliance on income taxes

• Grow jobs

• Medicaid reforms

• Redistricting

• What to do with Health Care Insurance 

Exchange legislation

• Lay the foundation for 2012 elections
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KOTA Legislative Concerns

• Protect OT practice rules and licensure

• Guard against encroachment by other 

providers

• Protect against provider reimbursement cuts

• Board of  Healing Arts issues
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2012 Election Preview

• All 165 state legislators up for election
– 40 Senate seats

– 125 House seats

• Redistricting will consolidate GOP gains

• JoCo delegation grows some more

• Republican primaries are where the action is

• More expensive campaigns than ever

• Outside, third-party money exploding

• Federal election and national trends impact 
Kansas
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Become a KOTA Advocate

• Organization strength comes from 

individuals

• Occupational Therapists are constituents

• Occupational Therapists are voters

• You are the expert

• All politics is personal: Know your 

legislators

• Build your political capital
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Build Your Political Capital

• Know your candidates

• Your candidates should know you

• Help your candidates

– Time is more valuable than money

– Introduce them to voters

– Make an endorsement

– Don’t forget to vote

– Money is the mothers milk of  campaigns
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Conclusions

• Political environment is highly volatile

• Future of  Health Care Reform and 

Medicaid uncertain

• KOTA members are the best advocates for 

your profession


